
Daiviprakriti — Definitional Essay 

Daiviprakriti is divine prakriti: luminous spiritual nature or radiance associated with the 
Logos in Theosophical metaphysics. It is not ordinary nature, nor is it Mulaprakriti itself, 
though it must be understood in relation to both. The term points to the light-side of 
manifestation — the divine radiation or spiritual potency through which the Logos becomes 
related to cosmos, consciousness, and the awakening of human intelligence. 

To understand Daiviprakriti, one must first expand the meaning of prakriti. Nature is not 
merely the outward scene of objects, organisms, and forces. Nor is it simply the field in 
which consciousness becomes bound. In Theosophy, Nature has layers, depths, veils, and 
luminous interiors. There is Mulaprakriti, root-substance, the hidden objective pole of 
manifestation. There is differentiated Prakriti, the realm of conditioned forms. There is 
Akasa, spiritual substance and upadhi of Divine Thought. And there is Daiviprakriti, the 
divine or luminous aspect of prakritic manifestation associated with the Logos. 

This is why Daiviprakriti must not be confused with Mulaprakriti. Mulaprakriti is primordial 
root-substance, pre-cosmic, homogeneous, noumenal, the veil upon Parabrahman from 
the side of manifestation. Daiviprakriti is not that hidden root itself. It is better approached 
as divine radiation or luminous spiritual nature arising in relation to the Logos and to 
manifestation. Professor Iyer’s treatment of Mulaprakriti and Daiviprakriti is important 
because he warns against making their seeming separation absolute. During manifestation, 
distinctions are necessary for thought, but the whole field is subtler than the divided 
categories by which it is studied. 

The image of light is useful, but it must be handled carefully. Daiviprakriti is not ordinary 
visible brightness, psychic glow, emotional exaltation, or aesthetic radiance. It is not the 
Astral Light. It is divine light in the metaphysical sense: spiritual luminosity through which 
ideation becomes connected with manifestation. H.P. Blavatsky’s architecture of Logos, 
Mulaprakriti, and Fohat helps situate the term. Divine ideation must become operative. 
Substance must become capable of receiving impress. The cosmos must arise through 
lawful mediation. Daiviprakriti belongs to the luminous side of this mystery. 

Daiviprakriti is therefore not only cosmological. It is a key to the possibility of transfigured 
nature. In ordinary experience, prakriti often seems to bind consciousness. The senses 
scatter attention. Desire colors perception. Habit shapes reaction. Body, emotion, and mind 
may appear as instruments of bondage. But Theosophy does not teach contempt for Nature. 
It teaches the spiritualization of Nature through consciousness, discipline, and alignment 
with the higher. Daiviprakriti reminds the student that prakriti has a divine aspect, that 
manifestation is not merely a trap, and that matter, life, mind, and form may become 
vehicles of light. 

This is a profound psychological correction. Many students oscillate between materialism 
and escape. Either the world seems merely physical and spiritually thin, or it seems 
spiritually dangerous and therefore to be rejected. Daiviprakriti offers another path. Nature 



may become luminous when rightly understood and rightly used. The body may become a 
temple rather than a prison. Speech may become an instrument of truth rather than self-
display. Thought may become a vehicle of universal ideation rather than private agitation. 
Feeling may become compassion rather than possessiveness. The field of manifestation 
may become transparent to divine light. 

Professor Iyer’s teaching on the germ within lower substance is especially helpful. Even 
within the confusion of lower astral substance there must be something corresponding to, 
or consubstantial with, the pure parentage from which it is ultimately an emanation. This is 
a doctrine of hope, though not sentimental hope. The lower field is confused, mixed, and 
dangerous when misused, yet it is not metaphysically alien from the higher. There remains 
a germ, a trace, a correspondence, a possibility of transfiguration. Daiviprakriti helps the 
student look for that possibility without romanticizing the lower nature. 

Here the term becomes ethically demanding. If divine radiance is hidden within 
manifestation, then human beings are called to become custodians of that possibility. This 
is not managerial stewardship but reverent responsibility. Body, speech, imagination, 
atmosphere, and relationships are fields in which prakriti may be degraded or illumined. A 
harsh word, selfish motive, manipulative thought, or coarsening habit darkens the field. A 
truthful word, patient response, act of restraint, compassionate thought, or vow renewed in 
silence helps make the field more transparent to light. Daiviprakriti joins metaphysics with 
daily conduct. 

It also belongs to the movement from Manas toward Buddhi. Lower Manas is easily captured 
by lower forms of prakriti: names, appearances, sensations, anxieties, images, and desires. 
Daiviprakriti points toward another possibility. Mind may be illumined. It may become 
translucent to Buddhi. Thought may begin to receive more universal ideation. The same 
human constitution that can be clouded by desire can also become a prism of insight. 

The human correspondence is beautifully suggested by the image of Buddhi-Manas as the 
jewel in every heart and the diamond light in every soul. This is not merely poetic. It suggests 
that the divine radiance associated with manifestation has a point of contact within the 
human being. The light of the Logos is not outside the pilgrimage of consciousness. It is 
answered by the awakening of spiritual intuition within mind. When Manas becomes 
purified, disciplined, and compassionate, it can cease to be merely reflective of lower 
prakriti and begin to shine with a more inward light. 

This has implications for Human Solidarity and Universal Brotherhood. If every human being 
carries within the possibility of luminous transformation, then no one should be reduced to 
present confusion, social label, failure, or outer appearance. Daiviprakriti supports a deeper 
reverence for hidden spiritual potential. It does not deny karma, responsibility, or the reality 
of error, but it refuses to make the error final. The human being may become self-
determining and self-conscious in relation to the evolutionary process, a conscious 
cooperator with the divine light latent in manifestation. 



This does not happen through vague optimism. It requires self-study, purification of motive, 
meditation, service, and repeated correction. Divine nature does not become operative 
merely because one praises it. One must make room for it. Desire must be observed. 
Speech must be purified. Imagination must be cleansed of vanity and violence. The body 
must be treated with reverence rather than indulgence or contempt. Daiviprakriti calls the 
whole being into alignment. 

The term also guards against spiritual inflation. It is easy to speak of divine light in ways that 
become grand, vague, or self-flattering. Daiviprakriti should have the opposite effect. It 
should humble the student. If there is divine luminosity within manifestation, the task is not 
to claim it but to become less opaque to it. The proper question is not, “How luminous am 
I?” but “What in me obstructs the light of truth, compassion, and responsibility?” 

Daiviprakriti is therefore not a decorative technicality. It is a key to the luminous side of 
manifestation. It reveals that Nature is not only the field of bondage but also the field of 
transfiguration; that prakriti is not only lower habit but may become divine vehicle; that the 
Logos is not merely a cosmic abstraction but the source of a light to which human 
consciousness may respond. The final usefulness of Daiviprakriti is that it teaches the 
student to seek the light without fleeing the world. It invites one to become transparent 
rather than theatrical, disciplined rather than inflated, compassionate rather than merely 
radiant in language. The light of Daiviprakriti then ceases to be a concept admired from afar. 
It becomes a quiet summons to let the higher become operative here, in the field of life. 
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Sanskrit Word Glossary for the 2.5-Page Version 

• Adi-Sakti — Primordial divine power; direct emanation of Mulaprakriti in its Akashic 
form. 

• Akasa / Akasha — Spiritual substance, subtle field of divine ideation, and upadhi of 
Divine Thought. 

• Buddhi — Spiritual intuition and direct wisdom. 
• Buddhi-Manas — Illumined mind united with spiritual intuition. 
• Daivi — Divine, luminous, or belonging to the gods. 
• Daiviprakriti — Divine prakriti; luminous spiritual nature or radiance associated with 

the Logos. 
• Fohat — Dynamic cosmic energy linking ideation and substance. 
• Logos — Manifested divine principle and source of individual consciousness. 
• Manas — Self-conscious mind. 
• Maya — Illusion or deceptive appearance of separateness. 
• Mulaprakriti — Root-substance; primordial objective pole of manifestation. 
• Parabrahman — The Absolute Reality beyond all predicates. 
• Prakriti — Nature or substance in manifestation. 



• Vach / Verbum — Sacred Word or divine speech. 
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Twelve Quote Options for Theosophy Trust Selection 

1) The Gupta Vidya — “Cognition, Breath and Speech” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume I, pp. 76–77 

Yet it remains through all things a projection of that which is intrinsically pellucid, 
intrinsically homogeneous and undifferentiated. There must be a germ within the 
confusion of the lower astral substance that corresponds to or is consubstantial 
with the pure parentage of that from which it is ultimately an emanation. Hence, 
there is an element of illusion in the seeming separation of Mulaprakriti and 
Daiviprakriti during the process of manifestation from the seemingly different 
gross differentiated dregs of the lower planes of material existence. 

2) The Secret Doctrine, Volume I 

Reference: The Secret Doctrine, Volume I, pp. 430–432; Logos and Daiviprakriti support 

The Logos is the manifested deity with every nation and people; the outward 
expression, or the effect of the Cause which is ever concealed. Thus speech, light, 
and ideation are bound together in the mystery of manifestation, and the light of 
the Logos becomes the spiritual side of the descent into worlds. 

3) The Gupta Vidya — “Consciousness and Existence” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume I, p. 42 

Gupta Vidya regards the Adi-Sakti – the direct emanation of Mulaprakriti, the 
eternal Root of THAT, and the female aspect of the Creative Cause Brahmā, in her 
Akashic form of the Universal Soul – as philosophically a Maya, and the cause of 
human Maya. But this view does not prevent a person from believing in its 
existence so long as it lasts . . . for one Mahamanvantara; nor from applying 
Akasha, the radiation of Mulaprakriti, to practical purposes, connected as the 
World-Soul is with all natural phenomena, known or unknown to science. 

4) The Secret Doctrine, Volume II 

Reference: The Secret Doctrine, Volume II, pp. 24–25 

At the commencement of a great Manvantara, Parabrahm manifests as 
Mulaprakriti and then as the Logos. This Logos constitutes the basis of the subject-
side of manifested Being, and is the source of all manifestations of individual 



consciousness. Mulaprakriti or Primordial Cosmic Substance, is the foundation of 
the object-side of things – the basis of all objective evolution and Cosmogenesis. 

5) The Gupta Vidya — “Cognition, Breath and Speech” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume I, pp. 76–77 

Divine Thought condensing into the Word or the Verbum is the cosmogonic and 
metaphysical basis of the mysterious relationship between speech and mind. 
Within the mystical Sea of Fire there is fiery substance affected by fiery ideation. 
The fiery cognition that is inseparable from fiery substance on the plane of the 
super-astral Akashic or noumenal light is the ultimate basis of the records in the 
library of Akasha that constitute the great spiritual utterances of humanity. 

6) The Voice of the Silence 

Reference: The Voice of the Silence, Fragment I 

Before the soul can see, the Harmony within must be attained, and fleshly eyes be 
rendered blind to all illusion. Before the Soul can hear, the image has to become 
as deaf to roarings as to whispers, to cries of bellowing elephants as to the silvery 
buzzing of the golden fire-fly. Before the soul can comprehend and may remember, 
she must unto the silent speaker be united just as the form to which the clay is 
modeled is first united with the potter’s mind. 

7) The Gupta Vidya Composite Contents and Index 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya Composite Contents and Index, p. 24 

Aether-Akasha is consubstantial with the plane of substance constituting Buddhi-
Manas, the jewel in every heart and the diamond light in every soul. 

8) The Key to Theosophy 

Reference: The Key to Theosophy, pp. 131–135 

Duty is that which is due to Humanity, to our fellow-men, neighbours, family, and 
especially that which we owe to all those who are poorer and more helpless than 
we are ourselves. This is a debt which, if left unpaid during life, leaves us spiritually 
insolvent and moral bankrupts in our next incarnation. Theosophy is the 
quintessence of duty. 

9) The Gupta Vidya — “Kalki Maitreya” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume III, pp. 427–429 

This is the Divine Darkness, the Supreme Silence or maunam which is the eternal 
source of both light and sound. The archetypal mode of pristine creativity at the 



basis of the cosmos and Man lies hidden in the mystery of the Soundless Sound, 
the Eternal AUM throughout the ages. The Sacred Word, Vach, the Verbum, is the 
original and enduring vibration in Akasha behind the myriad reverberations that 
bring into being myriad worlds and vast hosts of sentient creatures belonging to all 
the seven kingdoms of Nature. The living presence of the sound in the silence is the 
invisible and inaudible core of every monad, divine and human, solar and lunar. 

10) The Secret Doctrine, Volume I 

Reference: The Secret Doctrine, Volume I, Proem and Stanzas support 

Fohat is the dynamic energy of Cosmic Ideation, the intelligent medium, the 
guiding power of manifestation, which links spirit and matter and impresses the 
divine ideas upon cosmic substance. Through this mysterious activity the 
luminous and ideational side of manifestation becomes operative. 

11) The Gupta Vidya — “Transcendence and Transformation” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume III, pp. 350–351 

From the standpoint of meta-psychology, every human being as a subject is 
capable of drawing from the infinite resources of universal ideation, Akasha. What 
some mathematicians refer to as mind-space is itself only one aspect of the 
infinite Akasha. The capacity of the human being to extend the range of possible 
thoughts in all sorts of ways not previously imagined is essentially an application 
of the power of visualization in this mind-space. 

12) The Gupta Vidya — “The Dawning of Wisdom” Essay 

Reference: The Gupta Vidya, Volume II, pp. 59–60 

The Theosophical Movement, under the guidance of the Brotherhood of 
Bodhisattvas, offers every human being the golden opportunity to develop the 
devotional heart and to engage in the meditation of the abstract mind that is 
capable of lighting the fire of self-consciousness. 
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