Light
Definitional Essay

Theosophy Trust

Light is one of the master-symbols of the Wisdom Tradition. It is not merely physical brightness,
nor only the condition by which the eye sees external forms. In the Theosophical teaching, Light
is the first radiance of manifestation, the noumenal energy of the Logos, the living power by
which the hidden becomes expressive, intelligible, and creative. It is also the secret fire in the
spiritual heart, the power by which wisdom becomes compassion and perception becomes

service.

The first safeguard in understanding Light is to remember that its root lies in Divine Darkness.
This darkness is not ignorance or evil. It is the mystery of the unmanifest, the depth beyond
name, color, contrast, and form. To the senses it seems empty; to spiritual intuition it is
boundless potential. Out of this hidden depth arises the first luminous possibility of
manifestation. Thus Light begins not as visible radiance but as latent divine energy, the

concealed power of Life awaiting expression.

H.P. Blavatsky gives a key when she links Light, Life and electricity. Professor Iyer explains this
language through a primordial spiritual current, explicitly distinguished from electricity in any
ordinary, manifest sense. At this level, Light names a vivifying potency through which forms
and beings emerge. Physical light, heat and magnetism belong to the account of its lower
expressions. The metaphysical language asks about an inward ground of manifestation; it does

not turn every use of the word light into a statement about a measurable physical phenomenon.

In Gupta Vidya, this primordial Light is approached through Daiviprakriti, the Light of the Logos.
Daiviprakriti is Divine Nature before nature becomes the familiar world of forms. It is the first
homogeneous radiance through which the hidden Word begins to become creative. It is also
related to Vach, the sacred Voice, and to the mystery of the Female Logos. Light is therefore not
only force; it is expression, mediation, and birth. Fohat names the dynamic agency through
which ideation acts upon substance: cosmic electricity, the bridge between Spirit and matter,
idea and substance, subject and object. Through Fohat, luminous ideation becomes order,

relation, rhythm, and law.

The physical sun is a magnificent symbol and, within this teaching, a vehicle of a more inward
illumination. The Spiritual Sun and the radiance of the Logos are contemplated as realities
beyond the visible orb. Their relationship is approached through analogy and correspondence.
The light that enables outward sight offers a familiar beginning for inquiry into the light through

which meaning becomes intelligible.
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Professor lyer’s “Light, Love and Hope” is especially important because it brings this cosmic
doctrine into the human heart. He shows that within every human being there burns a fire of
light-wisdom and love-compassion. The heart, in this deeper sense, is not merely emotional. It
is the spiritual centre where intelligence and compassion may become one. True Light does not

make the mind cold. It warms intelligence into reverence, humility, and care.

For this reason Light cannot be separated from Love and Hope. Light without love becomes
harsh exposure or pride of intellect. Love without light becomes attachment or sentiment. Hope
without both becomes fantasy. But when Light, Love, and Hope are united, the soul gains
discrimination, warmth, and endurance. The pilgrim can stand in shadow without worshipping

shadow, and can help others because the hidden current of the One Life has not been forgotten.

There are false lights. The Voice of the Silence warns against deceptive radiance in the Hall of
Learning. Psychic glitter, emotional intensity, intellectual brilliance, occult curiosity, and
spiritual self-display may all mimic spiritual illumination. False light dazzles and flatters the
separate self. True Light clarifies and universalizes. It makes one quieter, more patient, more

exact, and more compassionate.

The ethical test of Light is simple and demanding: if one sees more, one must harm less. Light is
not a private possession but a responsibility in perception. To see another human being in light
is not to expose defects with cold accuracy. It is to salute the hidden divine possibility within
that soul while still acting with discernment and justice. This is exact compassion, not

indulgence.

In ordinary life, Light changes speech, attention and relationship. Imagine a capable student
who has begun to hide every mistake. A teacher can expose the error with such pleasure in being
right that the student becomes more guarded. Another response identifies the error clearly, asks
how the conclusion was reached, and helps the student try again. The truth is preserved, but the
person is given room to grow in relation to it. Such teaching illustrates how illumination can

clarify without humiliating.

Light also has a discipline of language. Speech can heat or cool the psycho-mental atmosphere.
A word can inflame separateness, or it can leave room for correction and renewal. To speak in
Light is not always to speak softly, but it is to speak from a centre that does not secretly enjoy

harm.

Kwan-Yin deepens this meaning. Connected with the primordial Light of the Logos, Kwan-Yin
shows how the highest Light descends as mercy. When that Light reaches suffering beings, it
becomes cooling wisdom, soothing the fires of craving and anxiety. Thus compassion is not

secondary to illumination. It is illumination translated into a form the wounded soul can receive.
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Light also teaches stewardship. If all beings are suffused by the One Life, then human thought
and action are custodial. We can darken the psychic atmosphere by fear, resentment, and
cynicism, or clarify it through truthful kindness and disciplined attention. To be light-bearing is
to participate consciously in the evolutionary process, not as a possessor of nature, but as a

responsible servant of her awakening.

The inward movement of Light is the movement of Manas toward Buddhi. Mind can reflect light,
but it can also scatter it into opinions, anxieties, and separative claims. Buddhi receives Light as
intuitive discernment and responsibility. When Manas turns toward Buddhi, intelligence
becomes transparent to the universal. It asks not, “How much light have I gained?” but “How

may this light be made useful?”

A period of quiet study can prepare this more responsible perception. We may return to a source
passage, notice where an attractive phrase has outrun understanding, and allow a question to
remain open. A mind eager to announce illumination can overlook what another person is
actually saying. The discipline of light includes the willingness to see one’s present limits. This
gives hope a stable foundation: learning can continue because an honest difficulty need not be

disguised.

Universal Brotherhood and Human Solidarity follow from this concern for the light within every
being. One may resist harm and uphold justice while refusing to reduce a person to a passing
failure. Drawing a Larger Circle of Conception asks what conditions would help understanding
become possible. The circle includes the hesitant learner, the person who was injured, and those
who will inherit the consequences of what is said today. A clearer perception should make care

more exact.

To live by Light is to practice purified perception. It is to distinguish the blaze that dazzles from
the flame that guides. It is to educate the heart in truth, to see one’s own lower nature without
despair, and to see others without contempt. Light is not something one possesses. It is
something one serves. The student of Light becomes a clearer mirror, a quieter lamp, a small but

real point of transmission from the Spiritual Sun into the field of life.

Glossary

Absolute — The unconditioned Reality, beyond the limitations and distinctions of manifested

existence.

Anima mundi — Latin for soul of the world; used in the quoted account of universal life and

its manifestations.
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Buddhi — The spiritual soul or faculty of intuitive discernment; Buddhic means pertaining to
it.
Correspondence — A meaningful relation between different orders or levels; an instrument of

analogy that requires attention to context.

Daiviprakriti — Divine Nature or the Light of the Logos; a primordial spiritual radiance in the
cited metaphysical account.

Dhyani Buddhas — Celestial or spiritual Buddhas in the Theosophical account of the

hierarchies of consciousness.

Dhyanis — Meditative spiritual intelligences; Dhyani is the singular. Dhyan Chohans is a
related designation of spiritual hierarchies.

Differentiation — The emergence of distinct forms, functions or levels from a less divided

condition.

Divine Darkness — The unmanifest spiritual ground or boundless potential, distinguished

from ignorance, evil and ordinary absence of visible light.

Drawing a Larger Circle of Conception — Widening understanding to include more

relationships, consequences and the needs of others.

Emanation — An unfolding or radiation from a source, distinguished in the teaching from

manufacture by an external maker.

Eros — The Greek figure of love, interpreted cosmologically as a primordial creative power

and ethically through the education of human affection.

Fohat — The dynamic agency relating cosmic ideation to substance in Theosophical

cosmology; Fohatic means pertaining to its activity.

Gupta Vidya — Sacred or esoteric wisdom; also the title of Professor Iyer’s collected

Theosophical writings.

Human Solidarity — The shared dignity and interdependence of human beings, expressed

through responsibility for one another’s welfare.

Ideation — The activity of thought or the expression of ideal patterns; Divine Ideation

concerns cosmic intelligence in the cited teaching.

Kabalist — A student or practitioner of the Kabbalah, the Jewish esoteric tradition; Kabalists is
the spelling used in the source.

Kwan-Yin — The figure of mercy or compassion, related in Theosophical symbolism to sacred
Voice and the Light of the Logos.
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Logos — The Word or principle of divine expression; Logoi is the plural and Logoic means

pertaining to it. Classifications distinguish several stages of manifestation.
Mahakaruna — Great compassion, directed toward the welfare and liberation of beings.

Mahat — Cosmic intelligence or Divine Ideation in manifestation; its precise level of meaning

depends upon the source context.

Manas — The self-conscious thinking principle; in its higher sense, the reincarnating

individuality. Manasic means pertaining to this principle.

Manifestation — The expression of differentiated existence from a subtler or unmanifest

condition.

Monad — The spiritual unit or pilgrim, commonly related to Atma-Buddhi; its essential unity is

distinguished from the changing vehicles through which evolution proceeds.
Neophyte — A beginner in spiritual study or training.

Noumenal — Pertaining to an inward intelligible or spiritual ground, considered in relation to

phenomenal expression; noumenon is the singular noun.

Occult — Concerned with hidden principles and laws in the Theosophical account; occultism

is the related field of inquiry.

One Life — The universal unity of life underlying and expressed through the many lives and

forms of Nature.

Prajna — Spiritual wisdom or insight; joined with great compassion in Professor Iyer’s

account of the spiritual heart.
Pregenetic — Prior to generation or the emergence of differentiated manifestation.
Primordial — Belonging to an original or pre-differentiated condition.

Psychic — Pertaining to subtle or psychological modes of experience; its level and relation to

spiritual intelligence depend upon context.

Self-consciousness — The capacity to reflect upon one’s own experience, intention and action;

the sources distinguish personal and more universal degrees.

Spiritual Sun — The inward source of spiritual illumination contemplated beyond the visible

solar orb in Theosophical symbolism.

Substance — The underlying material or field of manifestation in the metaphysical account; it

is not restricted to ordinary physical matter.
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Transcendental — Exceeding the conditions of ordinary sense experience; the particular

meaning depends on the context.

Universal Brotherhood — The spiritual kinship of beings, expressed ethically through care

extending beyond personal or sectarian boundaries.

Universal Mind — The spiritual source or field of cosmic ideation; its relation to Mahat varies

with the standpoint being discussed.

Vach — Sacred speech or Voice, related to the creative expression of spiritual ideation.

Quotes for Meditation and Self Study

1. H.P. Blavatsky — The Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 579.

“Light is the first begotten, and the first emanation of the Supreme, and Light is Life, says the
Evangelist and the Kabalist. Both are electricity — the life principle, the anima mundi,
pervading the universe, the electric vivifier of all things.”

Meditation thought: The source uses light and electricity within a metaphysical account of
manifestation, beyond their ordinary physical meanings.

2. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. 1, p. 402.

“The metaphysical mantram ‘Light is Life and both are electricity” intimates a profound insight
that is realized only at the highest levels of meditation. Empty the mind of all objects and
subjects, all contrasts and contours, in a world of names and forms and colours, and one can
plunge into absolute Divine Darkness.”

Meditation thought: The passage places this contemplation within advanced meditation; begin
with humility about what the words can convey.

3. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 402.

“In that Divine Darkness, the realm of boundless potential where no one thing exists, love is
like the Light that is hidden in the Darkness. That Light is the origin of all that is latent, of all
that will ever emerge and persist, all that will depart from form and yet remain as immaculate
rays.”

Meditation thought: Divine Darkness names unmanifest potential, rather than ignorance or

moral evil.
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4. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 402.

“This primordial realm of potential Light and potential Life is also the realm of potential
energy. In this pregenetic realm, wherein there is no manifestation, one may apprehend a
wholly potential energy which does not produce any interaction between the latent Spirit and
noumenal matter. This is not electricity in any manifest sense, nor any force that can be
construed in terms of ordinary language or common sense-perception; it is a primordial

current.”

Meditation thought: Distinguish a primordial spiritual current from a force that could be
measured by ordinary instruments.

5. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 403.

“These beings emerge with the burgeoning of primordial Light and Life, the primal
reverberation of divine energy throughout the glassy essence of space. They become the
focussing instrument in what then comes to be known as Universal Mind or Mahat. They
become the living lens through which all that is latent within the night of non-manifestation is
stirred into active life.”

Meditation thought: The lens image invites reflection on how a universal possibility may find a
particular expression.

6. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 403.

“These perfected beings, who are later mythified in all the religions of the world as Dhyani
Buddhas, Archangels, Lords of Light, become self-conscious agents for the diffusion in every
direction of an essence that is otherwise universal, purely potential and entirely homogeneous.
For the sake of meditation, they may be thought of as shooting out rays of colour and emitting
sounds within transcendental musical scales. One may then, in turn, think of them as
belonging to seven classes, each corresponding to a subliminal note or a colour. Each of them
corresponds to a particular number or degree of differentiation, and they all work in unison.”

Meditation thought: Difference and cooperation are held together in this account of the powers
of manifestation.

7.R.N.Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 403.

“Within every human heart there burns a fire of light-wisdom and love-compassion, Prajna
and Mahakaruna. This spark of the One Fire flickers fitfully in the neophyte at first, but it can be
stoked into a powerful flame which burns vigorously, steadily and ceaselessly. In its fullness it
directs and guides individuals in the expansive and wise application of the boundless energy
flowing from the fathomless love-compassion and light-wisdom within the spiritual heart.”

Meditation thought: Intelligence and compassion deepen one another when their common
purpose is the welfare of beings.
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8. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 403.

“The monadic heart of every human being is an exact mirror of the heart of the cosmos, that
swelling electric bosom from which the dual stream of spirit-matter emerges.”

Meditation thought: Contemplate the heart in relation to the whole, without making a physical
organ identical with the cosmos.

9. H.P. Blavatsky — The Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 119.

“Fohat, in his capacity of Divine Love (Eros), the electric Power of affinity and sympathy, is
shown allegorically as trying to bring the pure Spirit, the Ray inseparable from the one
absolute, into union with the Soul, the two constituting in Man the Monad, and in Nature the
first link between the ever unconditioned and the manifested.”

Meditation thought: Affinity is interpreted here as a spiritual bond between levels of life.

10. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 404.
“The presence of this divine Light, Fire and Flame within the secret heart means that every
human being is capable of seeing and illuminating a much vaster sphere of existence than he
or she is typically prepared to inhabit self-consciously. Similarly, every single human being
has a much richer and more profound capacity for effortless love than he or she imagines, love
that is spontaneous and selfless, asking nothing and willing to give freely, graciously and
generously to all.”

Meditation thought: The person before us may hold capacities that present circumstances have

barely allowed to appear.

11. R.N. Iyer — “Light, Love and Hope”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. I, p. 406.

“Everyone has had the experience, in dark periods of doubt and despair, of receiving a sudden
bright flash of inspiration and hope. Gratitude for this light mysteriously received can become
the basis of a faith and confidence that one may give light to others.”

Meditation thought: Remember a light received in difficulty, and consider how its generosity
might be passed onward.

12. H.P. Blavatsky — The Voice of the Silence, p. 13.

“The light from the ONE MASTER, the one unfading golden light of Spirit, shoots its effulgent
beams on the disciple from the very first. Its rays thread through the thick dark clouds of
matter.”

Meditation thought: Spiritual illumination asks for care and preparation in the life through
which it is received.
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