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Kuvera, also spelled Kubera, is the divine figure of wealth and the regent of the North in the 
Hindu pantheon. In Theosophical sources he appears as a Lokapala, or world-guardian, and as a 
Plutonic  figure  associated  with  treasures,  hidden  regions  and  elemental  influences.  These 
relationships give the symbol a moral depth. The keeper of a treasury invites inquiry into what 
is held, what it serves and what possession may awaken in its keeper.

H.P.  Blavatsky’s  Theosophical  Glossary compares  Kuvera with Pluto,  associating him with 
Hades and wealth, and describes him as king of evil demons. In The Secret Doctrine, she places 
him among the chief guardians of the directions.  These are different emphases within her 
symbolic account. The student must consider both the ordering function of guardianship and 
the dangers associated with the desire to acquire. Neither description alone exhausts the figure.

The comparison with Pluto is important. The earth’s riches come from beneath: minerals, metals, 
gems, buried resources and the hidden memory of matter. Wealth has a chthonic dimension. It  
rises from below and often awakens below-consciousness: fear, hoarding, secrecy, rivalry and 
possessive enchantment. Kuvera reminds the student that treasure is rarely just treasure; it can 
awaken the underworld in the psyche.

Yet Kuvera is also a Lokapala. This restores dignity and order to the symbol. The Lokapalas are 
spiritual guardians of the directions, and Kuvera guards the North. The true question is not only, 
“What does he possess?” but “What does he protect?” Treasure must be held within law, 
orientation and guardianship. Wealth becomes dangerous when detached from the whole.

A guardian of a direction belongs within an ordered compass. Read contemplatively, Kuvera’s 
northern station can suggest a place from which resources are watched and protected. This is an 
application of the image, not an additional dictionary definition. It leads to an intelligible human 
question: what has been placed in one’s care, and what would responsible guardianship require? 
The symbol becomes useful through the care it encourages.

This brings Kuvera close to Professor Iyer’s teaching on trusteeship. A trustee does not despise 
resources,  nor  worship  them.  The  trustee  simplifies  wants,  purifies  imagination,  and uses 
personal, financial and other resources skilfully for the needs of fellow human beings. Treasure 
is no longer private enlargement. It becomes entrusted capacity.

Non-possession is not merely outward poverty.  Aparigraha presupposes a change of heart. A 
person may own little and still be inwardly possessive; another may administer much and hold 
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it lightly for service. Kuvera’s test is not numerical. It is not how much is in the treasury, but 
what desire is doing around the treasury. Does treasure liberate generosity, or awaken grasping?

The  nidhis deepen the caution.  Nidhi means treasure, and Blavatsky describes nine treasures 
belonging to  Kuvera, each guarded by a demon. The severe language belongs to her esoteric 
interpretation. It invites examination of the way an object can become surrounded by possessive 
desire and the wish for power. The ethical question concerns the consciousness approaching the 
treasury and the use to which its contents will be put.

The  Yaksha field adds  another  warning.  Blavatsky describes  these  beings  through popular 
folklore  and  then  as  elemental  influences  in  esoteric  science.  Read  inwardly,  the  account 
prompts attention to receptivity: what habits of desire are being encouraged, and what sort of 
influence does one welcome? The interpretation should remain connected to its symbolic and 
occult setting, without turning ordinary misfortune into a claim about invisible beings.

In  ordinary  life,  this  appears  whenever  possessions  begin  to  have  a  psychic  life.  Money, 
reputation, rare objects, knowledge, followers, beauty, status or spiritual experience can become 
magnetic. They gather fantasy and begin to rule the ruler. Kuvera teaches the need to guard the 
guardian.

The distinction between possession and wisdom is central. A full storehouse does not by itself  
establish a liberated heart. Professor Iyer’s account of the trustee allows someone with little to 
use it with great discernment, while calling the person with much to a wider responsibility. The 
quality of relation matters together with the material use made of what is available.

Professor Iyer’s trusteeship teaching gives the antidote. Inordinate wants waste internal capital, 
obscure  basic  needs  and  deeper  aspirations,  and  channel  resources  into  selfish  uses. 
Simplification  frees  energy  for  benevolence.  When  imagination  is  purified,  personal  and 
financial resources may be used skilfully. The treasure-house becomes available to wisdom.

Trusteeship asks: what has come through me, and for whom is it intended? Money, talent, time, 
learning, influence, land, beauty, tools and leisure are all forms of wealth. They may be hoarded 
by the lower self or inserted into the expanding circle of human interdependence. When held as 
trust, resources become instruments of Human Solidarity.

Lanka gives another image.  The Theosophical Glossary says  Lanka was built by  Visva-Karma for 
Kuvera and later taken from him by Ravana. A structure of magnificence is made for a guardian 
of wealth, but demonic pride seizes it. Every capacity may suffer the same fate. A mind, library, 
institution, voice, home or community can be built for stewardship and seized by egoism.
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Kuvera’s weapon, Sibika, is made from parts of the divine splendour of Vishnu residing in the 
Sun, shaped by Visvakarman. Even a weapon in Kuvera’s field comes from solar splendour. Power 
and wealth have a divine origin when rightly understood, but can be weaponized when severed 
from wisdom.

The Heart Doctrine asks that every treasury be opened by compassion. This does not mean 
indiscriminate giving. True generosity considers need, timing, karmic fitness and consequence. 
The trustee places resources where they can nourish growth. Giving must be guided by wisdom, 
not guilt, vanity or emotional impulse.

Drawing a Larger Circle of Conception can begin with a shared resource. A small community 
may receive a room, a set of tools or money for a common purpose. The person administering it 
must consider access, repair, clear records and the needs of those who are less likely to speak.  
Guardianship includes inviting responsible participation instead of becoming indispensable. 
The treasury then supports a continuing activity rather than the administrator’s importance. 
Careful boundaries can protect the gift while generosity keeps its purpose alive.

There are inward resources to guard as well. Encouragement offered at a fitting moment can 
help another person recognize a capacity that is still uncertain. Professor Iyer calls this a form of 
trusteeship of the good in others. Such care does not require a large possession. It requires  
attention, restraint and a willingness to let another person’s growth take its own course.

Universal Brotherhood gives the wider field. No human being owns anything absolutely. The 
body is borrowed from earth; language is inherited; knowledge comes through teachers; money 
depends  on  social  structures;  talent  is  karmic;  time  is  given.  Ownership  is  provisional. 
Responsibility is real. Kuvera shifts consciousness from “mine” to “entrusted.”

Kuvera also speaks to poverty. This teaching must never romanticize deprivation. Material need 
is  real,  and  compassionate  societies  must  address  hunger,  shelter,  medicine  and  dignity. 
Trusteeship is not a doctrine for consoling the poor while excusing the wealthy. It is a demand 
upon anyone with any resource.

Kuvera is not the god who makes one rich. He is the guardian who asks what richness means. 
To understand Kuvera is to know that every treasure has a guardian and every possession has a 
karmic  shadow.  To  live  Kuvera wisely  is  to  turn  wealth  into  trusteeship,  resources  into 
responsibility, hidden powers into service, and the treasury of the self into a contribution to all  
beings.
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Glossary

Aparigraha — Non-possession or freedom from grasping; in Professor Iyer’s discussion, an 
inward change joined to responsible conduct.

Chthonic — Pertaining to the earth, its depths or the underworld in religious and 
mythological symbolism.

Discernment — The capacity to distinguish what is true, fitting and spiritually significant; 
Buddhic discernment transcends personal preference.

Drawing a Larger Circle of Conception — Widening understanding to include more 
relationships, consequences and the needs of others.

Egoism and egotism — Terms whose meanings vary by context. Egoism can name I-am-I 
consciousness; egotism commonly means self-importance, though the historical quotations 
also use it in a higher spiritual sense.

Esoteric — Inward or hidden in meaning; an esoteric history or cosmology is a claim within 
the spiritual tradition.

Exoteric — Outward, public or conventional in expression; distinguished from an esoteric 
interpretation.

Hades — The underworld in Greek religious and mythological language; also the name of its 
ruler.

Heart Doctrine — The teaching of inward realization joined to compassion, distinguished 
from a merely external grasp of spiritual forms.

Human Solidarity — The shared dignity and interdependence of human beings, expressed 
through responsibility for one another’s welfare.

Indra — The Vedic lord of the firmament and chief of a celestial host; interpreted by Blavatsky 
through cosmic mind and the twofold direction of human Manas.

Kosmos — The universe considered as an ordered whole.

Kuvera — Kubera, the divine figure of wealth and regent of the North; one of the world-
guardians in the cited Theosophical account.

Lanka — The island kingdom of Ravana in the Ramayana; it also receives symbolic applications 
in Theosophical interpretation.

Loka-Palas — World-supporters or guardians; spiritual powers associated with the directions 
in the cited cosmology. Also written Lokapalas.
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Nidhi — Treasure; the quoted glossary describes nine treasures belonging to Kuvera and their 
guardians.

Occult — Hidden; in this context, concerning the spiritual philosophy of unseen causes and 
levels of existence.

Pantheon — The divine figures of a particular religious or mythological tradition considered 
together.

Pellucid — Clear and transparent, as a mirror free from obscuring distortion.

Pluto — The Greek and Roman divine figure associated with the underworld and its riches.

Plutonic — Pertaining here to Pluto, the underworld and hidden wealth; not the geological 
use of the word.

Psyche — The personal or psychic field of consciousness; described by Professor Iyer as a 
partial expression of the deeper spiritual Monad.

Psychic — Pertaining to subtle or psychological modes of experience; its level and relation to 
spiritual intelligence depend upon context.

Ravana — The ruler of Lanka and antagonist of Rama in the Ramayana.

Regent — A ruler or presiding power; used symbolically of a guardian associated with a 
cosmic direction.

Sibika — The weapon of Kuvera in Blavatsky’s glossary description, fashioned from divine 
solar splendour.

Sita — Rama's wife in the Ramayana, held captive by Ravana and sought by Hanuman; she also 
receives symbolic interpretations.

Tantrikas — Followers of Tantric traditions; the term appears in the cited glossary account of 
the nidhis.

Trusteeship — Responsible care and beneficial use of resources held for a purpose wider than 
personal possession.

Universal Brotherhood — The spiritual kinship of beings, expressed ethically through care 
extending beyond personal or sectarian boundaries.

Varuna — A Vedic divine figure; the western world-guardian in the cited cosmological 
passage.

Vedic — Pertaining to the Vedas, the early sacred texts of Hindu tradition.
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Vishnu — The divine preserver in Hindu tradition; Mahavishnu or Maha Vishnu emphasizes 
the cosmic scope of that principle.

Visva-Karma — The divine artificer or architect in Hindu symbolism; also written Visvakarman 
and Visvarkarman.

Yaksha — A class of beings in Indian tradition; the quoted Theosophical glossary interprets 
them through elemental influences. Yakshas is the plural.

Yama — A divine figure associated with death and the southern direction in the quoted 
cosmology.

Quotes for Meditation and Self Study

1. H.P. Blavatsky — The Theosophical Glossary, p. 186, “Kuvera”.

“Kuvera (Sk.). God of the Hades, and of wealth like Pluto. The king of the evil demons in the 
Hindu Pantheon.”

Meditation thought: The comparison with Pluto places wealth beside the unseen depths and 
invites scrutiny of possessive desire.

2. H.P. Blavatsky — The Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 128.

“In the Hindu exoteric Pantheon they are the guardian deities who preside over the eight 
points of the compass — the four cardinal and the four intermediate points — and are called 
Loka-Pâlas, ‘Supporters or guardians of the World’ (in our visible Kosmos), of which Indra 
(East), Yama (South), Varuna (West), and Kuvera (North) are the chief; their elephants and their 
spouses pertaining of course to fancy and afterthought, though all of them have an occult 
significance.”

Meditation thought: A guardian has a place within an ordered whole; resources acquire 
meaning through their relationships.

3. H.P. Blavatsky — The Theosophical Glossary, p. 378, “Yaksha”.

“Yaksha (Sk.). A class of demons, who, in popular Indian folk-lore, devour men. In esoteric 
science they are simply evil (elemental) influences, who in the sight of seers and clairvoyants 
descend on men, when open to the reception of such influences, like a fiery comet or a 
shooting star.”

Meditation thought: Read this esoteric description as a warning about the influences to which 
desire can make consciousness receptive.
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4. H.P. Blavatsky — The Theosophical Glossary, p. 232, “Nidhi”.

“Nidhi (Sk) A treasure. Nine treasures belonging to the god Kuvera — the Vedic Satan — each 
treasure being under the guardianship of a demon; these are personified, and are the objects of 
worship of the Tantrikas.”

Meditation thought: A treasure can become an object of captivity when its possession displaces 
discernment.

5. H.P. Blavatsky — The Theosophical Glossary, p. 188, “Lanka”.

“Its foundation is attributed to Visva-Karma, who built it for Kuvera, the king of the demons, 
from whom it was taken by Ravana, the ravisher of Sita.”

Meditation thought: The story of a splendid city changing hands can prompt reflection on the 
purpose governing an institution.

6. H.P. Blavatsky — The Theosophical Glossary, p. 300, “Sibika”.

“Sibikâ (Sk.). The weapon of Kuvera, god of wealth (a Vedic deity living in Hades, hence a kind 
of Pluto), made out of the parts of the divine splendour of Vishnu, residing in the Sun, and filed 
off by Visvarkarman, the god Initiate.”

Meditation thought: The image of fashioned solar splendour invites care in the use of every 
borrowed power.

7. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 342.

“A trustee is one who self-consciously assumes responsibility for upholding, protecting and 
putting to good use whatever he possesses, acquires or earns. For an individual to be a trustee 
in any meaningful sense implies that he is self-governing and morally sensitive. He is acutely 
aware of the unmet needs of others and, simultaneously, is capable of controlling and 
transmuting his own appropriating tendencies. He is deeply committed to cultivating his most 
generous feelings and altruistic hopes for others while consciously and patiently freeing 
himself from all recognized exploitative attitudes and relationships.”

Meditation thought: Responsibility for resources begins with attention to unmet needs and one’s 
own appropriating habits.

8. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 343.

“He might even possess little, but his sense of when, where and how to use what he has 
increases its potential good a hundredfold.”

Meditation thought: The worth of a gift includes the discernment with which it is offered.
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9. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 343.

“If wholeheartedness or total renunciation is the ideal, we might ask ourselves, do little 
renunciations count? Yes, so long as they are unconditional. If, for example, I promise myself 
to return all that I borrow, then this promise is binding in relation to my children, to people I 
like, to people I dislike and to those who rarely return what I lend them.”

Meditation thought: A small promise becomes a serious discipline when preference no longer 
determines whether it is kept.

10. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 344.

“When we gain control over imagination, we establish mind control and render ourselves 
capable of using all personal, financial and other resources skilfully. We are more earthed, so 
to speak. With minds unclouded by vain imaginings, we feel more in charge of ourselves and 
are more responsive to the needs of fellow human beings. Our feeling for what others may 
attain is gradually enriched, whilst our fantasies about what we hope to acquire wane. We 
eventually insert our resources into the expanding circle of human interdependence.”

Meditation thought: Imagination becomes useful when concern for others grows stronger than 
fantasies of acquisition.

11. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 344.

“A trustee must guard his speech if he is to uphold and extend the good. This is not 
secretiveness but healthy common sense. A trustee's intentions should be as pellucid as crystal 
and visible to all. But wisdom is needed in all relationships. Hence, a trustee gradually learns 
not to speak prematurely or out of turn. He fosters a refreshing candour and reserve in speech 
which enables him to initiate constructive activity in season.”

Meditation thought: Candour and thoughtful reserve can support one another when the 
purpose is trustworthy action.

12. R.N. Iyer — “Gandhian Trusteeship”, The Gupta Vidya, Vol. III, p. 345.

“This makes every man and woman a custodian of the good in others. This is a high 
responsibility assumable by the poorest and most destitute as well as by the wealthy. 
Whenever any one of us treasures the finest qualities and exemplary contributions of another, 
we add to the store of human good. This commonwealth grows unseen but yields great 
benefits to all.”

Meditation thought: Recognizing and encouraging another person’s good qualities also enlarges 
our common treasury.
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